Hong Kong Chemistry Olympiad for Secondary Schools (2026 - 2027)
Information Sheet
The Hong Kong Chemistry Olympiad for Secondary Schools is a project learning competition jointly organized by the Hong Kong Association for Science and Mathematics Education (HKASME). It aims at promoting the interest of students in learning Chemistry and developing students’ problem solving, communication and science process skills through project learning. Details of the Olympiad are given below:
	Theme
	Chemistry of Aldehydes / Ketones (醛 / 酮的化學) 

	Participants
	Each team comprises three to five Secondary 3-6 students and each school can present a maximum of two teams of students to compete in the Olympiad.

	Rules for the competition
	(a) Students will design and work on their own project in school. The project should include experimental work. 
(b) Each team of students should write up a report to give a concise and well-ordered account of their project including the objectives, an abstract of not more than 200 words, principles, experimental methods, presentation and interpretation of results, discussions, conclusions and references. 
(c) No school logo or name should appear on any works, otherwise participants will be disqualified.
(d) The Competition consists of two rounds. In the first round, a preliminary screening based on the written reports and all presentation materials will be conducted. The best 6-10 teams (approximate) will be invited to attend the Final Round Competition.
(e) During the Final Round Competition, each team is allowed to give a 10 min presentation, including a maximum of 7 min to report their project and 3 min to play the video showing their experiment. After each presentation, there will be 10 min for the team to respond to questions raised by the panel of judges and the audience. The softcopies of PowerPoint, video, report, abstract and summary should be stored in a flash drive / cloud drive and submit to the HKASME before the first round and final Round Competition.
(f) If finalist teams participate in other competitions, they should notify the organizing committee as soon as possible so that proper arrangement could be made.
(g) Students can only use either Chinese or English in their project report/website and presentation. Mixed mode of both languages is not allowed.
(h) Schools will be responsible for the production costs of their projects.
(i) External assistance is discouraged. Any sections requiring external resources—including specialized equipment from a university—must be clearly listed. Heavy reliance on external resources will result in a severe mark penalty. 
(j) Reusing a past report without significant enhancement will result in a severe mark penalty. 
(k) Presenters must be thoroughly familiar with the chemistry concepts mentioned in the report, especially those beyond the DSE syllabus. 
(l) The report must not exceed 100 single-sided A4 pages, excluding the reference list / appendix. 
(m) Any use of AI in the research must be clearly disclosed. Utilizing AI to generate the report constitutes academic dishonesty, and severe cases will lead to disqualification.

	Adjudication




	The panel of judges comprises representatives from the organizers. All projects will be judged according to the following criteria:
(a) whether the project is relevant to the theme of the Olympiad,
(b) whether the chemical principles described are sound and whether the methods used are reliable,
(c) whether the project describes a novel but significant experience and can be used or applied in other areas,
(d) whether the presentation is clear and convincing, and
(e) other criteria as deemed appropriate by the panel of judges.

The preliminary screening will focus on the quality of projects. The final adjudication will focus on the overall performance of the team on the day of the final round competition.

	Deadline for Submission

	17 April, 2027 (Sat) before 5:00 p.m.
The report(s) for the video(s) should be submitted together with the attached Submission Form (Appendix I) via schools by email to hkcho@hkasme.org.  Please mark clearly on email title “HKChO-School name / HKASME-School name Team A”.  E.g. HKChO-HKASME Sch Team A

	Awards
	· Gold, silver and bronze medals will be presented to members of the first three winning teams. 
· A trophy will be presented to the school of the champion team for its retention for one year. 
· Certificates and souvenirs will also be given to all members of the finalist and commendable teams. 

	Enquiries
	Enquiries regarding the Olympiad may be directed to Miss CHU of HKASME at 2333 0096, 
For more details, please visit our website: www.hkasme.org.

	Copyright
	The organizers reserve the right to publish in full or part of the entries. All entries will not be returned to schools.

	Safety Matter
	All participating schools should take all necessary safety precautions and obey laws announced by Education Bureau and other authorities.



